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FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3912 

SEC RET JIDDA 1584 

NODIS 

FOR DICKMAN NEA/ARP FROM HORAN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SA, US, CVIS 

SUBJECT: SAUDIS WOULD REFUSE VISAS TO JEWS IN SAUDI DEFENSE PROJECTS 

REF: JIDDA 1570 

1 . IN ADDITION TO THE STATEMENTS BY PRINCE SA'UD TO SECTREASURY 
SIMON REPORTED REFTEL, PRINCE ALSO SAID THAT SAUDI ARABIA RIGHTFULLY 
CONSIDERED THAT MOST JEWS WERE ZIONISTS OR WERE VERY FAVORABLY 
INCLINED TO ISRAEL. BECAUSE SAUDI ARABIA WAS VIRTUALLY AT WAR WITH 
ISRAEL, THE SAG HAD DETERMINED THAT NO RPT NO JEWS WOULD BE ALLOWED 
TO WORK IN SAUDI ARABIA ON PROJECTS INVOLVING SAUDI ARABIA'S DEFENSE 
AND MILITARY DEVELOPMENT. SA'UD SAID THAT SAG REALIZED THE EXTENT OF 

ITS DEPENDENCE ON THE CORPS OF ENGINEERS, BUT BELIEVED IT NECESSARY 
NEVERTHELESS TO ADHERE TO SUCH A POLICY. 

2. THE PRINCE THEN ASKED SECRETARY HOW WAS IT THAT 

MR. (MANNAING) SELZER, WHO WORKED AS A LAWYER IN THE OFFICE OF 

THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS, HAD COME TO SAUDI ARABIA UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 

THE JOINT ECONOMIC COMMISSION, AFTER HAVING BEEN EARLIER REFUSED 
A VISA. JERRY PARSKY EXPLAINED THAT SELZER HAD COME OUT AS PART 
OF THE SURETY BOND J.A. JONES CONSTRUCTION MISSION, AFTER THE TREASURY 

DEPARTMENT HAD INDEPENDENTLY DETERMINED THAT HE WAS THE MOST 
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CAPABLE MAN FOR THE JOB. PARSKY EMPHASIZED THAT SELZER'S WORK WITH THE 
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SURETY BOND GROUP HAD NOT BEEN AT ALL MILITARY. HE SAID THE SAG 
SHOULD KNOW THAT TREASURY WOULD NOT RPT NOT SEND OUT ANYONE 
WHOM IT WASN'T SURE WOULD WORK SINCERELY FOR BETTER ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES. 

3. COMMENT: RE PARA 2, PRINCE SA’UD GAVE ME THE IMPRESSION THAT HE 
THOUGHT THE USG HAD PULLED A FAST ONE, BY GETTING SELZER IN THE BACK 
DOOR AFTER HIS INITIAL DIFFICULTY. 

HORAN 
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